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(54) ENDOSCOPE IMAGE PICKUP SYSTEM 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an 
endoscope image pickup system that can display a 
picture from a digital image recorder on a display 
means through the same output path without the 
need for addition of a D/A converter circuit and an 
analog circuit. 

SOLUTION: An image pickup device 7 receives a 
signal photographed by a CCD 6 of a television 
camera 3, an A/D converter circuit 29 converts the 
signal into a digital signal, a signal changeover 
section 35 outputs the digital video signal that is 
processed to a post-stage D/A converter circuit 35 of 
a post-stage and a monitor 8 displays the signal as a 
live picture, the signal changeover section 35 outputs 
the digital signal to a digital image recorder 11 through an interconnection cable 10 
connected to a digital video output terminal that is a 2-way transmission line, and an image 
according section 45 records the signal on a recording medium. In the case of reproducing 
a recorded picture, the digital video signal of the reproduced picture is given to the signal 
changeover section 35 of the image pickup device 7 via the 2-way transmission line being 
the interconnection cable 10 and the digital video signal is outputted to a D/A converter 
circuit 36 of the post-stage and the monitor 8 displays the reproduced picture via the same 
output path as the live picture. 
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